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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BBAK, NU, GW, SF 

SUBJECT: LOCAL REPRESENTATIVE OF GERMAN FIRM SEEKING US PARTNERS 
REF: MANAGUA 1674 (NOTAL) 

1 . MICHAEL THOMAS AND PARTNERS KG INDUSTRIE-UND 
ANLAGEBAU WAS FOUNDED IN 1976. THE FIRM ARRANGES FINANCING 
AND ADVISES ON INDUSTRIAL PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT. IT IS 

A LIMITED PARTNERSHIP, WITH MICHAEL THOMAS AND RUDOLF BRANDIS 
AS FULLY LIABLE PARTNERS. IT HAS 20 EMPLOYEES. MICHAEL 
THOMAS WAS FORMERLY THE MANAGING DIRECTOR OF THE HAMBURG 
FIRM COUTINHO. CARO & CO., WHICH IS ONE OF THE WORLD'S 
LARGEST TURN-KEY FACTORY CONSTRUCTION COMPANIES. MR. 

THOMAS HIMSELF IS WELL-KNOWN TO THE CONSULATE GENERAL AND 
HAS AN EXCELLENT REPUTATION. 

2. MR. THOMAS ADVISES US THAT MR. BARNEY LIPSCHITZ IS A 
"DELEGATE" OF HIS FIRM AND AS SUCH IS AUTHORIZED TO 
NEGOTIATE IN THE FIRM'S NAME AND TO MAKE "PREARRANGE- 
MENTS" FOR CONTRACTS. MR. LIPSCHITZ IS NOT, HOWEVER, 

A JUNIOR PARTNER. 
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3. DESPITE THE APPARENT DISCREPANCY OVER MR. LIPSCHITZ' 
POSITION WITH MICHAEL THOMAS AND PARTNERS, WE THINK 
THE ACTIVITIES REPORTED IN THE REFTEL ARE WITHIN HIS 
MANDATE AND THAT HIS FIRM WOULD BE A GOOD CONTACT FOR 
U.S. FIRMS. KISELYAK 
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